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Hutchison Telecoms Records Mass 2G to 3G Upgrades 
 

Plans to Close 2G Network as over 200,000 Customers Choose 3G 
 
 
Sydney, 9 May, 2006: - Hutchison Telecoms (ASX:HTA) today announced that over 
200,000 customers have upgraded from 2G CDMA services to 3G following the 
rebranding of Orange to 3 CDMA in February and the launch of upgrade offers to 
those customers.  With such a significant number of customers now upgraded to 3’s 
3G service, the CDMA network will close on 9 August 2006, enabling Hutchison to 
focus solely on delivering 3G services. 
 
“Customer demand to move to 3G has been very strong,” Kevin Russell, CEO 
Hutchison Telecoms, said.  “It is clear that customers want more from their mobile 
service.  With a critical mass of our 2G customers now using our 3G service, the time 
is right to commence plans to close our 2G network.” 
 
In the first month following February’s announcement, over 60,000 customers 
upgraded, with that number climbing to over half the total 2G base within 12 weeks. 
 
“Our expectations were that 2G customers would want to take advantage of the offers, 
but we have been surprised at the pace.  The response supports our belief that demand 
for and interest in 3G services is growing, and we will see its rapid adoption over the 
next two to three years,” Russell said. 
 
By early March, over 800,000 customers were using 3’s 3G service, which launched 
in Australia in April 2003.  In 2005, 70% of  3 customers browsed content on Planet 3 
and experienced over 50 million content events, including watching live mobile TV, 
downloading audio and video music tracks, and accessing news and sports reports. 
 
2G customers who have not yet upgraded will be extended offers to 3’s 3G service 
including the waiver of all current handset instalments, a new attractive 3G mobile 
and plans that can offer the equivalent value as their existing plans.  They will have 
90 days to select their new service, and from 10 August 2006 will no longer be able to 
use their 2G service following the network closure. 
 
“With the 2G market’s service revenues now in decline, and the 3G market growing 
rapidly, we are very well placed to continue to strengthen our market leading position.  
Our customers will benefit from that position – being able to use an increasing 
number of new services and being able to take advantage of calling a larger number of 
3 customers for free as our customer base expands”, Russell added. 
 
Customers can upgrade either in 3 Stores or Dealers, as well as by phone or web.  
Customers with enquiries should call 1300 788 030. 
 



More about 3 
 
3 launched Australia’s first 3G mobile network in April 2003.  Services, including 
live mobile TV and videocalling, are available in 3’s Broadband Zones, available in 
most parts of Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane and the Gold Coast, Adelaide, Perth, 
Canberra.  On 3’s 3G network, customers also have access to 96% of the Australian 
population for Talk, SMS, MMS and email. 
 
About Hutchison Telecommunications (Australia) Ltd (HTA) 
 
Hutchison is focused on delivering leading communications and multimedia services 
to the Australian consumer.  There are over one million customers across our family 
of 3 services - 3 3G, 3 CDMA (a 2G network) and 3 Paging.   
 
At Hutchison we believe the future is 3G.  Customers today want more from their 
mobile service, whether it’s watching live mobile TV or enjoying low call rates.  
Hutchison launched Australia’s first 3G service in April 2003, and has over 800,000 
customers using the network, not only for voice calls and messaging services, but also 
tuning in to our mobile TV channels, downloading and listening to full length audio 
and music videos, and videocalling friends and family. 
 
Media Contact: 
 
Liz Rex       Adam Zines 
Media Relations Manager    Investor Relations Manager 
Hutchison Telecoms     Hutchison Telecoms 
0433 407318      0425 296529 




